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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
LEGAL UPDATE 

• The Quest for Gold 

• The Garlin Conner Story 

• 17 Years of Trying 

• ABCMR 1999, 2000 

• 2006 Eyewitness 
Accounts 

• District Court: Viral Loss 

• 6th Circuit Court of 
Appeals 

• Evidence Gathering 

• Applying for Property Tax 
Exemption 

• The Past:   

          All VSO posts were taxable 

• After Commissioner’s meeting 
with Revenue:  

          Case-by Case 

• How to 

• The Application 

• The Appeal Process 
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Applying for Property Tax Exemption  
Through Your Local Property Value Administrator 

• Everyone please follow along with your form 
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Thomson-Hood Veterans Center 
Wilmore, KY 

•  253 Residents in house 
 
•  22 Applications List 
 
•  82 Admissions since August 1, 2014 
 
•  163 discharges (deaths) since 
          August 1, 2014 
 

•  328 Employees   
 
•Retired Army Major Ben Sweger, 
Facility Administrator   

As of  February 2015 



Western Kentucky Veterans Center  
Hanson, KY 

As of February 2015 

•  108 Residents in house, wing re-opened 
 
•   35 discharges (deaths) since August 1, 2014 
 

• 37admissions since August 1, 2014 
 

•  14 Applications list        
 

•  186 Employees 
 
•New Administrator, LaDonna Scott       



Eastern Kentucky Veterans Center 
Hazard, KY 

•  111 Residents in house 
 
•  2 Applications List 
 
•  36 Discharges (Deaths) since August 1, 2014 
 
•  25 Admissions since August 1, 2014 
 
•  166 Employees 

As of February 2015 



SVHs Resident Demographics 

CENSUS:                      472 (89 available beds) 
 
Free Meds:  180 (Pharmaceuticals) 
 
70% SC:    84  (Eligible for VA NH care) 
 
Residents with Spouses 156 
 
Max Charge ($3,700): 199     
 
Zero Pay:                         3 
 
Ex-POWs:     5 
 
Females:    15 
 
Deaths to date:     125 
 
    

As of  December 2014 



OKVC Capitol Projects 

  Radcliff Veterans Center 

 Expected completion date - Sept 2015 

• Progress Report: 

  All buildings under roof 

  Mechanicals in 

  Electrical work in walls 

  Hired Construction Supervisor 1/16/2015 

  Hiring to begin Spring 2015 

  Applications for admission March 2015 

  FFE Procurement underway  
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Legislative Issues 

•   HB 64 – Amend KRS 16.065 to require the Department of Kentucky 
State Police to provide personal protection to any recipient of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor at any public event or ceremony where 
the individual receives an official invitation to attend.  
 

•  HB 98 – Amend KRS 186.162 to create a Gold Star Siblings license plate 
with the same fees as the “I Support Veterans Plate”; amend KRS 186.164 
to set forth eligibility requirements.  Effective  01/01/2016. 
 
•  HB 110 – Amend KRS 186.162, regarding fees for special license plates, 
to eliminate the $5 extra fee for renewal of certain military and veteran’s 
license plates. 
 

•  HB 115 – Amend KRS 40.010 to redefine the period of the “Korean 
Conflict” to match the federal designation of June 27, 1950 to January 31, 
1955. 
 

 
 



Legislative Issues cont’d. 

•  HB 164 – Relating to employment opportunities for veterans.  Create a 
new section of KRS Chapter 40 to create the Voluntary Veterans’ 
Preference Employment Policy Act encouraging private employers to hire 
veterans and directing the Education & Workforce Development 
Cabinet to create a registry of participating employers. 
 
•  SR 32 – a resolution urging the Kentucky Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and 
Kentucky’s  United States Congressional delegation to take the 
appropriate steps to get the approval and funding necessary for the 
construction of a veterans center in Bowling Green. 
 
•  HR 13 – A resolution urging KDVA, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, Kentucky’s US Congressional delegation 
to take the appropriate steps to get the approval & funding necessary for 
the construction of a 5th veterans center in Bowling Green. 
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Homeless Veteran Initiative 
 •  January 13, 2015 

o  Press Conference in Louisville, KY with Mayor Greg Fischer on the “Challenge to 
End Veteran Homelessness in Louisville, KY.” 

   
• Kentucky has more than 170 local officials throughout Kentucky have joined the 
“Mayors’ Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness” 
 
• January 29, 2015 

o  Homeless veteran roundtable meeting between HUD & KHC to discuss ending 
homelessness in Kentucky. 
o  Ceremonial bill signing by Lt. Gov. Crit Luellen 

 
The “Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness” involves collaboration between the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Kentucky Housing 
Corporation (KHC) to issue a larger number of permanent housing vouchers for homeless 
veterans in Kentucky.  
   
The U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Kentucky Department of Veterans 
Affairs (KDVA) have teamed up to dedicate financial and human resources to end veteran 
homelessness. 

  

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/


In 2014 there were 600 homeless veterans in Kentucky, according to HUD. 
The number of homeless veterans has steadily decreased from 2008 when 
there was a reported 1,046 homeless veterans in the state. 
 
Through this partnership, federal and state agencies hope to continue to 
decrease that number by ensuring every military veteran has a safe and 
affordable place to live.  
 
KDVA will continue to work directly with homeless veterans and those at 
risk of homelessness to obtain their full benefits, including compensation 
and pension that significantly increase their income and allow them to find 
affordable housing. KDVA also works closely with shelters and programs 
for homeless veterans throughout the state.  
 
 
 
 
 

Homeless Veteran Initiative cont’d. 
 



Homeless Veteran Initiative cont’d. 
 

As part of the Veterans Emerging Through Transition (VETT) Program, the 
Kentucky Housing Corporation will designate a preference for 100 Housing 
Choice Vouchers (HCV) for qualified homeless veterans in 87 counties.  
 
 
 

This special assistance will help qualified veterans pay for housing and 
ultimately reduce the number of homeless veterans in Kentucky. Through 
KHC, local service providers will coordinate the completion of certification 
checklists to be used as referral tools to qualify homeless veterans for the 
housing assistance.  

http://www.kyhousing.org/Rental/Tenant-Based-Rental-Assistance/Pages/Counties-Served.aspx
http://www.kyhousing.org/Rental/Tenant-Based-Rental-Assistance/Pages/Counties-Served.aspx
http://www.kyhousing.org/Rental/Tenant-Based-Rental-Assistance/Pages/Counties-Served.aspx


Homeless Veteran Initiative 
 

New Homeless Veteran Coordinator for KDVA: 
 
Trina Patty, Regional Administrator 

Kentucky Dept. of Veterans Affairs 

Homeless Veteran Program Coordinator 

1111B Louisville Rd.  

Frankfort, KY 40601 

Office:  (502) 564-9203 

Toll-free: (800) 572-6245 

Fax: (502) 564-4036 

Cell (502) 352-3120 

 
  



•  Staff Attorney  

• Garlin Connor 

• PVA Tax Exemption 

• Commissioner 

• Nursing Facilities 

• Legislation 

• Homeless Veterans 

• Women Veterans  

• JECVO Webpage/ 2015 Upcoming Events 

Agenda 



• KY Female Veteran Population – Approximately 31,000 and growing 

 

Mission and Goals:  The mission of the Kentucky Women Veterans Program 

shall be to ensure that Kentucky's women veterans have equitable access to 

federal and state veterans' services and benefits. The goals are to: 

 

– Perform outreach to improve women veterans' awareness of eligibility for federal and state 
veterans' services and benefits; 

– Assess the needs of women veterans with respect to improve the Women Veterans 
Programs 

– Make recommendations to the Commissioner to improve benefits and services 

– Review programs, research projects, and other initiatives designed to address or meet the 
needs of Kentucky's women veterans 

– Incorporate women veterans' issues in the Department's strategic planning; and  
Participate in National forums and committees for women veterans. 

 

 

Women Veterans Program 



 

• Creative Partnerships with 
o KY Grocers Association 

o American Heart Association of KY 

o Brain Alliance of KY 

o Churchill Downs 

o Kentucky Humanities Council 

o Military History Museum 

o Kentucky History Center 

 

 

 

Women Veterans Program 



• February: National Heart Month 

o Partnership with American Heart Association 

o February 6, 2015 - GO RED for WOMEN VETERANS 

• March: Women’s History Month 

o Honoring a Legacy of Service in our Nursing Homes 

o Wednesday the 11th- A Red Hat Society Ladies Luncheon EKVC 

o Sunday the 11th- 2:00pm Tea Party with the Girl Scouts-Madison/Jackson 
Dining room. EKVC 

o Wednesday the 25th- 10:00am Special Music from the Hazard City Schools 

• April: Sexual Assault Month 

o April 11, 2015 – Women Veterans Conference 

• May:  Military Appreciation Month 

o April 30, 2015 - Thursday of Derby Week to Highlight Women Veterans 

o May 25, 2015 - Memorial Day – Women in Service 

 

Women Veterans Program  
Monthly Messaging 



• Statewide Women Veterans Conference 

o April 11, 2015 – Louisville, KY 

 Pre-Registration is now open and online at 
www.veterans.ky.gov  at the top menu 

 200 Women Veterans Capacity 

 Free Vendors Tables Available 

 

 

 

Women Veterans Program 

http://www.veterans.ky.gov/


Women Veteran Conference Registration Page 
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JECVO Webpage 

o Under “KDVA Partners” 

 Highlight KDVA partnership with JECVO 

 Easy access to presentations 

 Upcoming meetings posted 

 Links to Facebook & Twitter 

Why:  

KDVA wishes to highlight the KDVA / JECVO partnership so veterans 
may be more aware of our outreach and cooperation on veterans issues 
and to provide easy access to presentations made by KDVA. 

 

KDVA Partners 



JECVO Addition to KDVA Website 

•  Women Veteran Conference Registration Page 
 
•  JECVO Page 
 



• February 6    

o Go Red for Women Veterans 

o VOA Leestown Homeless Veteran Graduation 

• February 9-14 - National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Week 

• February 28 – Humana Military Staircase Race 

• March 1 – UK Women's Basketball Game honoring veterans 

• March 4 – JECVO 

• March 7 – UK Men's Basketball Game Honoring veterans 

• March 11 - Hiring Our Heroes Job Fair - University of Phoenix, Louisville 

• March 11 - Women Veterans Luncheon, THVC 

• March 13 – Veterans Program Trust Fund 

• April 1 - JECVO 

• April 11 - Women Veterans Conference, Papa John’s Stadium 

• April 30 - “Therby” at Churchill Downs 

• May 16 – Honor Flight 

• May 25 – Memorial Day 

 

Upcoming Events & News 


